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Improving the World

1. Review your understanding of the key terms listed in Chapter 24 of the text.  In this lesson, we will focus your understanding to the sections on the United Nations (pp 379-380) and the Role of Individuals (pp 386-388).

2. Many extraordinary individuals have made a difference in the world.  For some of them, like Mike Pearson and Aung San Suu Kyi their efforts have been recognized with a Nobel Peace Prize.  Attached to this page, take a look at the some of the previous recipients and highlight the names of the people that you do not recognize (i.e., ones that you should investigate further on your own!).  Next, take a look at all of the various reasons for receiving the Nobel Peace Prize.  Are there noticeable patterns?  Any unique “stand out” circumstances?  Any honourable types of actions that you don’t see listed anywhere?

3. The traditional notion of peacekeeping by the United Nations has repeatedly been under pressure to evolve into peacemaking.  Describe in your own words what both of these terms mean.  What guiding principles should be in place before international peacekeepers are sent into a region?  When (if ever) should international peacekeepers be sent into a region?  Provide real world examples of where both peacekeepers and peacemakers have been used.

4. The United Nations is the foremost organization to deal with international issues.  However, its effectiveness in certain situations is up for debate.  In a team of 4 or 5, you will be assigned one of the parts of the United Nations listed below.  Analyze that part to determine its effectiveness and then propose ways of improving its effectiveness (with new initiatives, organizational reform, or other changes).

· International Court of Justice (the voluntary civil court for national governments)

· Security Council (the political decision makers for peacekeeping and military operations in Rwanda, Yugoslavia, and Iraq)

· The General Assembly (where all member countries debate and pass resolutions; especially focusing on their 

· General Assembly and Economic and Social Council Organizations (e.g., UNEP, UNHCR, UNHCHR, UNDP, UNICEF)

· Economic and Social Council Specialized Agencies (e.g., UNESCO, WHO, World Bank, FAO, ILO)

· Secretariat (the support bureaucracy for the entire UN)

5. Read “The World Responds” introduction to international philanthropy (and understand what philanthropy means in the mean time!) at the top of page 147.  Summarize the organizers, purposes, and effectiveness of each of the following benefit concerts.

· Concert For Bangladesh – August 1, 1971
· Concerts for the People of Kampuchea – December 1979
· Live Aid – July 13, 1985

· Farm Aid – quasi-annual since September 22, 1985

· America: A Tribute to Heroes – September 21, 2001

· Tsunami Aid – January 15, 2005

· Live 8 – July 2, 2005

6. Some of the world’s most wealthy individuals have also done their part to help make the world a better place.  Investigate the causes and actions each of the following people support.

· Ted Turner

· George Soros

· Bill Gates

· (another very rich person of your choosing)

	Year
	Recipient
	Works Cited

	1901
	Jean Henri Dunant
	Founder, Red Cross; Geneva Convention, Human rights.

	1906
	Theodore Roosevelt
	President of the United States; peace treaty collaborations (brokering the Treaty of Portsmouth ending the Russo-Japanese War)

	1913
	Henri La Fontaine
	President of the Permanent International Peace Bureau.

	1917
	International Committee of the Red Cross
	Also awarded to the Red Cross in 1944 and 1963.

	1919
	Woodrow Wilson
	President of the United States, as promoter of the League of Nations.

	1938
	Nansen International Office For Refugees
	

	1953
	George Catlett Marshall
	for the Marshall Plan

	1954
	UNHCR
	

	1957
	Lester B. Pearson
	President of the 7th session of the United Nations General Assembly for introducing peacekeeping forces to resolve the Suez Crisis.

	1961
	Dag Hammarskjöld
	Secretary-General, United Nations 

	1964
	Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
	Leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, campaigner for civil rights.

	1965
	UNICEF
	

	1969
	ILO
	

	1973
	Henry A. Kissinger
	The Vietnam peace accord

	
	Lê Ðức Thọ
	

	1977
	Amnesty International
	Campaign against torture

	1979
	Mother Teresa
	Poverty awareness campaigner

	1981
	UNHCR
	

	1983
	Lech Wałęsa
	Founder of Solidarność; campaigner for human rights

	1984
	Desmond Tutu
	Anti-apartheid

	1985
	International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War
	"for spreading authoritative information and by creating an awareness of the catastrophic consequences of atomic warfare."

	1988
	United Nations Peace-Keeping Forces
	For participation in numerous conflicts since 1956. At the time of the award, 736 people from a variety of nations had lost their lives in peacekeeping efforts.

	1990
	Mikhail Gorbachev
	"for his leading role in the peace process which today characterizes important parts of the international community"

	1991
	Aung San Suu Kyi 
	"for her non-violent struggle for democracy and human rights."

	1993
	Nelson Mandela
	"for their work for the peaceful termination of the apartheid regime, and for laying the foundations for a new democratic South Africa."

	
	F.W. de Klerk
	

	1994
	Yasser Arafat
	"for their efforts to create peace in the Middle East."

	
	Shimon Peres
	

	
	Yitzhak Rabin
	

	1997
	International Campaign to Ban Landmines
	"for their work for the banning and clearing of anti-personnel mines."

	
	Jody Williams
	

	1999
	Médecins Sans Frontières
	"in recognition of the organization's pioneering humanitarian work on several continents."

	2001
	United Nations
	"for their work for a better organized and more peaceful world."

	
	Kofi Annan
	

	2002
	Jimmy Carter
	"for his decades of untiring effort to find peaceful solutions to international conflicts, to advance democracy and human rights, and to promote economic and social development."

	2005
	International Atomic Energy Agency
	"for their efforts to prevent nuclear energy from being used for military purposes and to ensure that nuclear energy for peaceful purposes is used in the safest possible way."

	
	Mohamed El Baradei
	

	2006
	Muhammad Yunus
	"for advancing economic and social opportunities for the poor, especially women, through their pioneering microcredit work."

	
	Grameen Bank
	

	2007
	Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change
	"for their efforts to build up and disseminate greater knowledge about man-made climate change, and to lay the foundations for the measures that are needed to counteract such change."

	
	Al Gore
	


